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A magical dolphin takes a young boy for a ride on her back,
revealing the wonders, and dangers, of life in the open
ocean.
• Wonderful fantasy of meeting and riding on a wild dolphin
• Extensive back matter with real life dolphin facts, glossary, &
includes info on protecting these beautiful mammals
• Over thirty graphite drawings by the
award-winning Susan Spellman capture the
adventure Sean shares with Mari the dolphin
Through the magic of desire, Sean
discovers he can speak with Mari, a young
dolphin mother, who takes him aboard her back for a day on the
ocean. But just beyond the harbor jetty, Mari’s pod is scattered
by a tuna fleet, and Sean soon wonders if either he or the pod
will survive to tell the tale. Searching for Mari’s missing son, they
confront the dangers of the sea—from lost drift nets to lightning
storms—and readers learn how different life is for wild dolphins from those in captivity.
The book is perfect for teachers looking for adventure stories based around science and
conservation. It’s also great for both family reading and independent reading by older children.
The book includes the story of the pod’s quest to reunite, followed by an interview with Mari, a
glossary, information on dolphin biology and ecology, and a summary of current protections for
these intelligent marine creatures.

Praise for Donovan & Spellman’s previous title, Oscar the Herring Gull;
“An endearing and engaging story, sure to delight younger audiences with a true-to-life
glimpse into the life of gulls. Educators should flock to this wonderful book!”
Mark Wiley, Assistant Director for Education, N.H. Sea Grant Program.
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Q&A with Nancy Donovan, author of Wild Dolphin Rider (2pgs)
In addition to writing, children's author Nancy Donovan is a volunteer for the Odiorne Point Seacoast Science
Center and an active marine docent from the University of New Hampshire. Her adventure-driven storytelling
mixes awe at the natural world with scientific fact, creating books children love to read and memorize. Peter E.
Randall Publisher (PERP) spoke with Donovan about her latest book, Wild Dolphin Rider.
PERP: Starting with Oscar the Herring Gull and now with Wild Dolphin Rider, your marine wildlife books
manage to combine fast-paced adventures with scientific fact. Do you think children are drawn to reading by
excitement, their thirst for knowledge, or both?
Nancy: Definitely both. Children, like all of us, are attracted to a good tale. But also there is a function of
curiosity. We want to know not only “what happens next,” but the how and why of things. Often after reading
the story, it is the information that stays with us.
A good story will do both – entertain and inform.
PERP: Has your work in marine education influenced your story-telling? Can you explain how?
Nancy: When I’ve engaged with children as a volunteer and as a marine docent, I’ve seen how excited children
are to learn about the life and ecology of the shore and ocean. They ask wonderful questions about the life of
marine critters. I thought writing stories I could extend this information and love of things marine in a more
permanent way, to a larger audience.
I am fortunate to hear from so many owners of my previous book, OSCAR THE HERRING GULL,that they
have given it as gifts even to children far away from the New England seacoast. I hope that with this book.
WILD DOLPHIN RIDER, children and adults will appreciate the importance of healthy oceans, and our
responsibility to care for them.
PERP: Sean, the hero of Wild Dolphin Rider, seems a perfect model for the kind of kid who’s always on the
lookout for something new—the one who’ll always find the rare shell at the beach. But he displays remarkable
empathy, too. Who are your models for the characters in your books?
Nancy: I believe all children by nature are empathic. Even babies will cry if they hear another child crying. As
for curiosity, young children are constantly exploring their world with all their senses. Curiosity is another gift
of nature. It’s how we learn about our world.
PERP: One thing Sean and the dolphins share is the love of play. What can you tell us about this in young
people and in young dolphins? Can we really connect this way?
Nancy: Years ago I heard it said that ‘play is the work of childhood’. All young creatures have a growth stage of
play as they learn safe ways to negotiate their world, get food, make shelter and protect themselves from danger.
We see the similarities of play across species in nature films, especially on PBS. The games we play have a
purpose. In this story the dolphin calves are learning to dive, surface, communicate with each other, avoid
danger, and find appropriate feeding sites. Sean is learning that one’s point of view affects one’s version of
reality. What is convenient activity for humans can have terrible consequences for life in the ocean.
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PERP: Mari, the main dolphin in the story, displays mothering instincts that go
beyond species. Have you come across instances where people and dolphins manage to
transcend our limits to communicate or aid each other?
Nancy: From ancient times there have been reports of dolphins interacting with
humans in positive ways. Dolphins are credited with saving fishermen, and guiding
boats to land. Many sailors and travelers have told stories of dolphins swimming beside boats and playing in the
bow waves, seeming to have a good time. They are never described as harming people. It is difficult to separate
fact from fiction. But all interactions described seem to be positive.
PERP: Wild Dolphin Rider is a true adventure tale—there are some genuinely scary moments! Both Sean and
the dolphins fall into repeated danger. How do you strike a balance in a children’s book between excitement and
fright?
Nancy: I see excitement as a running toward something to find out what happens next. Fright is a withdrawal –
a covering of one’s eyes, a closing of the book. In this story, Sean is always seeking solutions, even when he is
frightened. So I would classify his adventure as exciting.
PERP: Your image of a loose drift net as an invisible “spider web” floating through the ocean is scary, but
unfortunately true. What can you tell us about the threat posed to dolphins by drift nets and other marine
debris? Is there anything individuals can do to help?
Nancy: The United States has taken a leadership role in the protection of dolphins in the wild. There are
Legislative restrictions on the kinds of nets used and locations. In New England, fishermen have worked to
develop safer equipment. The University of New Hampshire has developed with fishermen, a pinger device to
put on gill nets to warn away marine mammals.
However, we have not done as well with discarding/dumping toxic waste, debris, especially plastics, and
fertilizers. Dead zones and plastic-filled gyres are expanding and have become ocean-wide problems.
Many other countries still continue with a slaughter of dolphins, despite United Nations mandates. Dolphins do
not understand national territorial boundaries.
PERP: What do people really need to know about the status of dolphins?
Nancy: We have to separate reality from fiction. In real life, it is illegal in the United States to touch wild
dolphins – both for our safety and theirs. They are wild mammals, as are bears, tigers, wolves… they are not
your pet dog. In some future time we may learn to communicate with them, perhaps even form partnerships
with them to protect the oceans. But we have much to learn.
Captive dolphins in marine parks are a different matter.
PERP: Anything else you’d like to tell your readers?
Nancy: We need to respect the planet.
All the water on earth is all there ever was or will be. We can’t afford to forget that.
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Advance Praise for Wild Dolphin Rider
“Young readers are guided on a voyage that teaches and allows them
to experience both the thrills and the natural and man-made dangers
that these amazing creatures encounter. Fact and fantasy are
intertwined as children ride along with Sean and Mari, wanting to
know what happens next!”
— Jan Streelman, Children’s Librarian, Wiggin Memorial Library

“Kids will enjoy this book. It has enough action to keep their interest
while learning true information about dolphins and the sea. This is a
good book to be used as guided reading in a classroom.”
— Beth Marsh, Elementary School Science Teacher, UNH Marine Docent, Mammal Team

“A great adventure story, learning about dolphins along the way.”
— John Wilson, age 8, Grade 3

“I liked how Mari was so confident – she would not give up until
she found Marius. I loved all of the imagination and that it
included lots of facts about dolphins.”
— Rubylew Sokol, age 8, Grade 2
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